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What are standards?

¸Standards are clearly defined goals that 

describe what students should know (content) 

and be able to do (skill)

¸Grade level expectations are developed 

locally and are based on the stateôs learning 

standards         (MA Curriculum Frameworks)



Why update our current standards 

based report card?
¸ MA Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts and 

Literacy for History/Social Science, Science and Technical 

Subjects

¸ MA Curriculum Framework for Mathematics

¸ MA Curriculum Science, Engineering Technology 

Proposed Standards to be adopted fall 2015

¸ Current Standards Based Report Card last revised in 2005 

with the exception of math standards (2012)

¸ Update student responsibilities to support learning 

(Behaviors and Work Habits)

¸ More comprehensive reporting

¸ Align reporting period with standards-based reporting



A Standards Based Report Cardé

¸Sets clear expectations for student learning

¸Lists skills that are aligned to 

Massachusetts State Standards 

¸Lists most important skills students should 

learn in each subject/grade



A Standards Based Report Cardé

¸Helps parents understand how students 

are meeting the grade level 

expectations at that point time 

¸Provides feedback on student progress 

towards mastery of grade level 

standards/expectations

¸Provides more detailed information to 

parents on how their child is doing



Letôs take a look at some 

examples:



Grade 1

Report Card

ELA 

Comparison



Grade 1 CURRENT Grade 1 REVISED

Language Arts English Language Arts

Demonstrates phonemic awareness Demonstrates understanding of spoken words, syllables and sounds

Demonstrates letter/sound knowledge Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding skills

Understands and applies new vocabulary

Uses reading strategies effectively Effectively uses multiple reading strategies to problem solve and/or 

self-correct unknown words

Demonstrates reading comprehension Reads grade level text with accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehensionReads with Fluency and expression

Recognizes a variety of genres (poetry, fiction, nonfiction)

Asks and answers questions about key details in the text

Retells stories to include characters, setting, and major events

Demonstrates effective application of comprehension strategies 

(Making connections, inferring, visualizing, summarizing, etc.)

Identifies nonfiction text features to locate key facts and information

Effectively uses multiple reading strategies to problem solve and/or 

self-correct unknown words

Identifies sight words Recognize and read first grade high frequency words

Effort Effort

Writing Writing

Expresses ideas in complete sentences Expresses ideas in complete sentences

Uses correct mechanics Prints all upper and lower case letters

Organizes ideas in a logical order Uses and applies correct capitalization and punctuation 

Applies spelling strategies Knows and applies grade level spelling skills to daily writing

Uses sentence variety Develops ideas and completes narrative, informational, and opinion 

writing which includes an introduction, supporting details and a 

conclusion

Writes neatly and legibly

Effort Effort

Oral Communications Speaking and Listening

Expresses ideas clearly Expresses ideas clearly and concisely

Contributes appropriately to discussion topics Participates in collaborative conversations with peers and adults

Uses active listening skills Follows agreed upon rules for discussions



Grade 4

Report Card

ELA 

Comparison



Grade 4 CURRENT Grade 4 REVISED

Language Arts English Language Arts

Understands and applies new vocabulary Determines meaning of words and phrases used in a variety of texts

Demonstrates literal comprehension Reads grade level text with accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehensionDemonstrates inferential comprehension

Uses reading strategies effectively Demonstrates effective application of comprehension strategies 

Reads with fluency and expression

Locates relevant information from text Identifies main idea, theme, and key details of various genres

Describes in depth a character, setting, or event, citing specific details 

and evidence from the text

Uses research skills effectively

Identifies characteristics of different genres Describes and interprets text structures and features in a variety of 

literary genres

Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills in 

decoding words

Refers to details, examples and visuals in a text when explaining what a 

text says and when drawing logical inferences

Uses multiple texts to compare and contrast various accounts, points of 

view and similar themes

Summarizes main ideas with supporting details from a variety of texts

Demonstrates appropriate reading stamina over various time frames

Effort Effort

Writing Writing

Uses sufficient details to support topic Develops writing with relevant facts and details and/or evidence from 

the text

Uses correct mechanics Applies appropriate grade level mechanics and grammar to daily written 

work (change from errors é)

Organizes ideas in a logical order Organization demonstrates an understanding of the structure of 

narrative, informational and opinion writing

Writing consistently incorporates an introduction and conclusion 

specific to the purpose and audience

Writes with a clear focus

Applies spelling skills to daily writing Applies spelling skills to daily writing

Proofreads and revises written work Develops and strengthens writing by planning, revising, and editing

Writes neatly and legibly Move to Work Habits

Demonstrates appropriate writing stamina over various time frames



Grade 2

Report Card

MATH

MATHEMATICS Term I Term II Term III

Demonstrates understanding that the value of a digit in a 3-digit 

number depends on its place in the number

Accurately read and write numbers to 1,000 including expended 

form

Accurately compare up to 3-digit numbers  using place value  and 

express using <, >, =

Fluently add within 20 with automaticity (move down)

Fluently subtract within 20 with automaticity (move down)

Accurately adds within 100 using strategies based on place value

Accurately subtracts from up to 100 using strategies based on 

place value

Accurately adds within 1,000 using place value strategies

Accurately subtracts from up to 1,000 using place value strategies

Effectively add/subtract tens or hundreds to any number within 

1,000 using mental math

Accurately solve 2-step word problems using words, numbers, or 

models

Accurately partition shapes into halves, thirds, fourths

Accurately write/tell time to nearest 5 minutes using analog/digital 

clocks and am/pm

Measure lengths accurately by selecting/using appropriate tools

Accurately solve problems involving dollars, quarters, dimes, 

nickels and/or pennies

Create/interpret picture/bar graphs to represent data sets with up to 

4 categories

Accurately identify/draw shapes based on attributes including 

triangles, quadrilaterals, pentagons, hexagons and cubes

Effort



Standards of Mathematical Practice

STANDARDS FOR MATHEMATICAL PRACTICE

Term I Term II Term III

C = Consistently   O = Often   S = Sometimes   R = Rarely

Perseveres in solving problems

Justifies mathematical thinking

Attends to precision



What are levels of performance?

Performance levels indicate how students are 

progressing in relation to grade level 

standards / expectations.

Current Report Card Levels of Performance:

S = Strong Performance: Meets and often goes beyond grade level

M =Meets Expectations: Meets grade level expectations; satisfactory

P  =Progressing: Shows some understanding; further development expected

I  = Improvement needed: Demonstrates minimal progress



4 The student demonstrates a thorough in-
depth understanding beyond the grade 
level expectations at this time. 
Performance is characterized by the 
application of skills with consistent 
accuracy, independence, and a high 
level of quality.

Performance Level

N/A  Standard not assessed this term



3 The student demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of grade level expectations 
at this time. Performance is characterized 
by the application of skills with accuracy 
and quality. The student may require 
occasional support and direction.

Performance Level

N/A  Standard not assessed this term



2 The student demonstrates a basic
understanding of grade level expectations 
at this time. Performance is characterized 
by the application of skills and strategies 
with support and direction.

Performance Level

N/A  Standard not assessed this term



The student inconsistently demonstrates the 
application of grade level expectations at 
this time. Performance is characterized by 
limited application of skills and strategies 
and requires considerable support and 
direction.

N/A  Standard not assessed this term

1

Performance Level



What does the report card look like?

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

Grade 1

Reading and Literature Term I Term II Term III

Demonstrates understanding of spoken words, syllables and sounds 3

Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 2

Effectively uses multiple reading strategies to problem solve and/or self correct unknown words3

Demonstrates effective application of comprehension strategies (Making connections, inferring, 

visualizing, summarizing, etc.)

2

Reads grade level text with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 2

Asks and answers questions about key details in the text 3

Retells stories to include characters, setting, and major events 3

Identifies nonfiction text features to locate key facts and information 2

Identifies the main idea and key details from an informational text 2

Recognize and read first grade high frequency words 3

Effort C



What does the report card look like?

ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS

Grade 1

Reading and Literature Term I Term II Term III

Demonstrates understanding of spoken words, syllables and sounds 3 3

Knows and applies grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding 2 3

Effectively uses multiple reading strategies to problem solve and/or self correct unknown words3 3

Demonstrates effective application of comprehension strategies (Making connections, inferring, 

visualizing, summarizing, etc.)

2 3

Reads grade level text with accuracy and fluency to support comprehension 2 2

Asks and answers questions about key details in the text 3 2

Retells stories to include characters, setting, and major events 3 3

Identifies nonfiction text features to locate key facts and information 2 3

Identifies the main idea and key details from an informational text 2 2

Recognize and read first grade high frequency words 3 3

Effort C C


